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The calling of educators to teach breaks out in Christian  

educators with the love of God to welcome students into the  
Joy of God's Kingdom.  

This can't be forced, so how does it happen? 
 

 Dr. Marva Dawn : Internationally renowned theologian, author, and educator  
 Dr. Marva J. Dawn serves as Teaching Fellow in Spiritual Theology at Regent  
 College in Vancouver, BC. Under Christians Equipped for Ministry of  
 Vancouver, Washington, she has preached and taught at seminaries, clergy  

 conferences, churches, assemblies, and universities through out the United States  
and Canada and in Australia, China, England, Hungary, Ireland, Jamaica, Japan, Korea, Madagascar,  
Mexico, New Zealand, Northern Ireland, Norway, Poland, Singapore, and Scotland. A scholar with four  
masters degrees—M.A. (English, Idaho), M.Div. (New Testament, Western Evangelical Seminary), Th.M. 
(Old Testament, Pacific Lutheran Theological Seminary), M.A. (Ethics, Notre Dame)—and a Ph.D. in 
Christian Ethics and the Scriptures from the University of Notre Dame, Dr. Dawn is also a popular 
preacher and speaker for people of all ages and the author of numerous articles and almost 25 books, 
several of which have won awards and/or been translated into other languages. 
She is joyfully married to Myron Sandberg; they reside in Vancouver, Washington.  
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Christian education, insofar as it is tapping into the ground water of the Gospel, can be a 
source of life-giving love and vision for any community.  This address will play off the 

conference theme and float with the idea of a Spirit-inspired “carbonated holiness” in or-
der to wet your imagination for a new year of Christian teaching. 

�
Peter Schuurman was a chaplain at Brock University for eight years, after 
which time he worked as coordinator of the Christian Reformed Church’s  
campus ministry movement in North America.  Peter is now embarking on a 
PhD in Religious Studies at the University of Waterloo while teaching World 
Religions part-time at Redeemer University College.  He has been a student  
at eleven different post-secondary institutions and has thus come to fully  
own his email address, which begins with the title “eternalstudent”.  However, 
his wife, Joy, and two children, Joseph and Petra, have taught him more about 
life and laughter than any stuffy classroom ever did. 
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The Thirsty Cry for Water, Lord 
(to the tune of “Amazing Grace”) 

 
 

1. The thirsty cry for water Lord; 
  The hungry plead for bread. 
  And many long to rise again 
  Where hope, cast down, lies dead. 
  
2. The cup of water poured in love 
  The pangs of thirst will still. 
  The bread of earth you bid us share,  
  The famished child can fill. 
 
 3.  But help us also to hear the cry 
  Of hung’ring, thirsting hearts 
  For living water, bread of life 
  Your grace alone imparts. 
 
4. And come to us, O risen Christ, 
  Our restless souls relieve; 
  And satisfy our starving hearts  
  That we may rise and live. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Text: Herman G. Stuempfle. B. 1923. © 1997, GIA Publications, Inc. 
Tune: NEW BRITAIN, CM; Virginia Harmony, 1831; harm. By Edwin O. Excell 1851—1921 

OneLicence/ GIA licence number: S-907928 
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Presentation A He Eats with Sinners and Tax Collectors: Whom do We Welcome? 
 Sylvia Keesmaat  
 
Presentation B A Cup of Water Given In My Name: The Christian School and the Special Needs Child 
 Steve Sider  
 
Presentation C Can We ��� � oe��� � is��� �   if Jesus is Lord? What I’ve Learned About Educational Hospitality  
 from Desmond Tutu, Lamin Saneh, and Calvin Seerveld    
 Gideon Strauss 

1.01 JK-1 Bringing Jolly Phonics to Life in Your Early Primar y Classroom Arlene Grierson 

1.02 JK-3 Using Modern and Postmodern Picture Books in the K-3 Classroom Christina Belcher 

1.03 3-6 Moving on with Writing Using the Six Traits (repeat of last year) Donna Baker 

1.04 3+ Drawing the Figure (repeat of last year) Jodie Hart 

1.05 4-6 Math Fun Resources and Online Games Jim Schurter 

1.06 7-12 Speaking Hope to Today’s Youth: Jean Vanier’s Vision of a Society Where  
  Everyone Belongs             Beth Porter  
	

1.07 7-12 The Engaged FSL Teacher and Learner Robert Foster & Suzanne Garriock 

1.08 K-12 Computer Animation: Part 1 Erna de Vries & Harry Blyleven 

1.09 GEN A Negotiator’s Approach to Conflict Resolution Michael H. Reid 

1.10 GEN A Biblical Perspective of Technology and Science Frank Swoboda 

1.11 GEN Plug the Tub/Anti-Bullying Jim Jordan 

1.12 GEN  Microscope Maintenance Ron van der Heiden & Rick Clayford 

1.13 RUC Education 487: Directed Teaching Seminar (Primary/Junior)  RUC Education Faculty 

1.14 4-6 Sharing God’s Great Gift of Music With Your Junior Students Susanne Wood 

1.15 GEN Social Cognition – Students, Learning, and Interpersonal Communication Sean Schat 

1.16 HON Honorary Members & OCSTA REPS Lunch with Diane Stronks & John Vanderhoek 
 REPS 
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Presentation A He Eats with Sinners and Tax Collectors: Whom do We Welcome? Sylvia Keesmaat 
Not only does the Bible tell us to be hospitable to the widow, the orphan, and the stranger, but it also relates stories 
where the hated enemy or immoral sinner are welcomed. Jesus, especially, provided welcome for those whom oth-
ers thought deserved condemnation. We will trace this theme throughout the biblical story and reflect on what it 
means for our educational practice today.  
  
Presentation B A Cup of Water Given In My Name: The Christian School and the Special Needs Child 
                Steve Sider  
The workshop will examine a biblical framework for considering special education in Christian schools.  Essen-
tially, the workshop will postulate that the ultimate act of hospitality in Christian schools is meeting the needs of 
those who are the least able to meet their own needs.  The workshop will provide an opportunity for participants to 
develop some practical strategies for meeting these needs, particularly in the areas of giftedness and behavioural 
challenges. 
 
Presentation C Can we ��� � oe��� � is��� �   if Jesus is Lord? What I’ve Learned About Educational Hospitality  
 from Desmond Tutu, Lamin Saneh, and Calvin Seerveld                    Gideon Strauss 
Christians make exclusive claims with regard to the truth of the Gospel. Christians in certain times and places – the 
American South, South Africa – have at times also been guilty of racism and other forms of social exclusion. Is it 
possible, given these exclusions, for the classrooms of Christian schools to be inclusive – even, perhaps, hospitable 
– with regard to race, gender, religion, disability, or other differences? Should these classrooms be inclusive? If so, 
how can they be inclusive?  
 

 
1.01 JK-1 Bringing Jolly Phonics to Life in Your Early Primar y Classroom Arlene Grierson 
This workshop will provide an introduction to the Jolly Phonics program and highlight how and why it can be an 
effective program to implement from junior kindergarten through to grade one. Practical strategies will be pre-
sented illustrating how to support early readers through building a high support classroom and a continuum of 
gradually increasing expectations in students’ use of this program across the early primary grades. Workshop par-
ticipants will be provided with sample activity masters and suggestions for creative integration of the Jolly Phonics 
program as part of their balanced early literacy program.  
 
1.02 JK-3 Using Modern and Postmodern Picture Books in the K-3 Classroom Christina Belcher 
The purpose of this workshop will be to examine the change in picture books over the last 25 years. It will give spe-
cific attention to the difference between modern and postmodern story as these are told in picture books. It is hoped 
that the workshop will enable teachers to form a personal metaphor for teaching that will help them to engage story 
from a biblical worldview, a worldview that will then enhance recognition of wonder, truth, justice, reconciliation 
and hope in early literacy experiences. 
 
1.03 3-6 Moving on with Writing Using the Six Traits (repeat of last year) Donna Baker 
Learn new ways to strengthen your students’ writing! This session will focus on using the Six Traits writing model 
to help student writers to effectively revise and assess their own writing.  The Six Traits framework provides a fo-
cus and common language to teach students the traits of quality writing: ideas, voice, organization, word choice, 
sentence fluency, and conventions.  Mini-lessons, children’s books, and writing exemplars for each of the traits will 
be explored.  Get practical tips for improving your writing program and covering the curriculum, too.   
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1.04 3+ Drawing the Figure (repeat of last year) Jodie Hart 
Very few students will know how to draw people properly without knowing the rules of proportion in figure draw-
ing.  Surprisingly, these are easy to teach and fun to do.  Since students will need to draw people in many subjects 
other than art, this is a valuable skill that is best taught young. 
 
1.05 4-6 Math Fun Resources and Online Games Jim Schurter 
During the 90 minutes, I will lead each participant on a brief tour of the  web site mathfrog.ca, demonstrate how to 
use a couple of the 113 lessons currently available in French and English, allow each teacher plenty of time to in-
vestigate suggested lessons, circulate to assist and answer questions where required, and very briefly introduce the 
group to five other grades 4-8 resources currently available from the CEMC.    
 
1.06 7-12 Speaking Hope to Today’s Youth: Jean Vanier’s Vision of a Society Where  
  Everyone Belongs             Beth Porter  
This workshop will provide a brief PowerPoint introduction to Jean Vanier, his personal quest for God’s call, and 
his vision of a society where everyone belongs and can contribute. We will then look at a clip of Vanier’s intrigu-
ing response to a student’s question about God’s call. This will serve to introduce other video material from the 
curriculum package “Belonging: The Search for Acceptance” in which Vanier and others discuss belonging and 
what is essential to becoming a whole human being in today’s world. There will be two pauses for discussion with 
an elbow partner. If time permits there will be a question and answer period at the end, or if interest is evident, a 
brainstorming session on using this material to inspire understanding, hope, and vision among junior and senior 
students.  Handouts on Vanier and the L’Arche educational materials, and sample questions from these materials 
will be provided, along with examples of where the materials on Vanier and his vision fit in the various curriculum 
subjects. 
 
1.07 7-12 The Engaged FSL Teacher and Learner Robert Foster & Suzanne Garriock 
In many school situations the French teacher encounters a lot of resistance to learning Canada’s second official 
language. In order to create a pathway for successful teaching and learning, three key questions need to be ad-
dressed: “What is my context?” “What aspect of the language am I targeting?” and “How does this language 
knowledge connect to the student’s personal experience?”  We will interact on these three key questions and to-
gether challenge the view that French as a Second Language is irrelevant and uninviting. 
 
1.08 K-12 Computer Animation: Part 1 Erna de Vries & Harry Blyleven 
Explore a unique and fun approach to student learning which integrates the curriculum.  Participants in this work-
shop will learn the basic techniques in creating and editing a short computer animation using Stop Motion Anima-
tor and Movie Maker.  Opportunities will be provided to experiment with claymation, manipulation of existing 
characters, props and importing music.  This double workshop is suitable for teachers in all grade levels. 
 
1.09 GEN A Negotiator’s Approach to Conflict Resolution Michael H. Reid 
Everyone deals with at least a little conflict everyday. Most of the conflict that troubles us most of the time is with 
people we deal with regularly, and is best resolved using the principles of negotiation. This seminar will allow par-
ticipants to review and apply the attitudes and skills of successful negotiators to conflict resolution.  
 
1.10 GEN A Biblical Perspective of Technology and Science Frank Swoboda 
The challenge for the Christian educator is to present a biblical view of both science and technology.  This work-
shop will be focusing on the fields of technology, science and biblical perspectives. We will discuss historical 
worldviews that have failed us, like the nightmare of postmodernism and the utopian pipedream of modernism. We 
will also deal with many topics that surfaced last year in the media, such as Dawkin's God, Darwinism, hyper-
environmentalism, the new particle accelerators, dirty electricity, and even nano-technology. Many myths will be 
exposed and many fears forgotten as we examine our biblical perspective.  

���������	
���������

�������

��������
������������ ��������������������������������������������������� �����������������������

--�0$����,�-�$$�!� �

1��2���!�� �



 

 

�

���������	�
���
������������������	���������	���
��� ����

	������������������
���	�����	�������������������� ��������������
���������

	������

 
1.11 GEN Plug the Tub/Anti Bullying Jim Jordan 
Topics include: 
¨ Communicating with greater clarity 
¨ How workplace bullying demoralizes employees 
¨ Recognizing oneself as bully, victim, or bystander 
¨ Determining an attitude toward bullying 
¨ Leading with integrity 
¨ The importance of getting to know your workmates in order to motivate them 
 
1.12 GEN  Microscope Maintenance Ron van der Heiden & Rick Clayford 
Do you have microscopes that are not in good working order?  Would you like to introduce your students to the 
wonderful world of the very small but are uncomfortable with the condition of the microscopes at your school?  
Bring one of your microscopes to this workshop and we’ll show you how to properly maintain and clean it.  After a 
brief review of the basic principals of magnification and microscope construction and maintenance, participants 
will be given an opportunity to service the microscope they bring to the workshop under the supervision of an ex-
perienced microscope technician.  Enrolment is limited.  Please note that this workshop will be most helpful to 
those participants that come with one of their own microscopes.  
 
1.13 RUC Education 487: Directed Teaching Seminar (Primary/Junior)  RUC Education Faculty 
(Redeemer University College Course).  This is the introductory seminar of a required course for teachers who 
are enrolled in Redeemer’s Bachelor of Education program in the primary/junior division and who will begin the 
first six-week practicum in November.  It is not open to B.C.Ed. transfer students. 
 
1.14 4-6 Sharing God’s Great  Gift of Music With Your Junior  Students Susanne Wood 
Come prepared to learn through doing!  This workshop will involve participants in playing musical games and vo-
cal activities, tone chimes, rhythm rondos, recorder karate, and much more.  Workshop participants will come 
away with many hands-on ideas to inspire their junior students to grow in their knowledge and love of music.  A 
handout will include all information and ideas.  
 
1.15 GEN Social Cognition – Students, Learning, and Interpersonal Communication  Sean Schat 
This workshop is an extension of the work Sean has done on the topic of “Learning Factors” and “Learning Pro-
files,” building on the work of Alice Thomas and Mel Levine.  This stand-alone session (no prior “Learning Fac-
tor” experience needed) will focus on “Social Cognition,” exploring how our students’ verbal and non-verbal com-
munication impacts their “learning” on a number of different levels.  Sean will also challenge participants to ex-
plore how our Christian schools can be an opportunity for practice and growth in this important area.   
 
1.16 HON Honorary Members & OCSTA REPS Lunch with Diane Stronks & John Vanderhoek 
 REPS 
This is an invitation to all OCSTA reps and to Honourary OCSTA members to meet over LUNCH with Diane 
Stronks, the Executive Director of  OCSTA and John Vanderhoek, newly appointed coordinator of the Worldwide 
Christian Schools Walking Together program.  Diane will present on new developments and directions for OCSTA 
in general and John will present the new developments and vision for the Walking Together Program. 
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Presentation D Gender and Learning: Maximizing Educational Effectiveness – Part 1 
 Kathryn & Timothy Wiens  
 
Presentation E Inclusive Schools: How Do We Welcome “Others”...Really? 
 Mary Ashun 
 
Presentation F Making Teaching Light: Humour as a Pedagogical Virtue  
 Peter Schuurman 
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2.01 K-3 My Classroom is Your Home – Stories from the Heart  Ray Louter 

2.02 JK-3  Back to Square One – 101 Ways to Use a Large 100 Square Floor Grid Wendy Hill 

2.03 JK-3 Seeing Math and Reading as Languages in the Primary Grades Christina Belcher 

2.04 9-12 Art from the Heart: A Collaborative Art Project Petra Zantingh 

2.05 GEN Toward a Vision for Distinctively Christian Educational Leadership Sean Schat 

2.06 JK-6 A Round of Circle Games Andy Raithby 

2.07 GEN Aspergers Syndrome in the Classroom Jodi Wildschut & Linda Delean 
 

2.08 GEN From Ottawa to the Gambia and Back Again...Training Teachers Overseas  
    Rachel Huinink 
 
 

2.09 GEN Exploring the Many Uses of Web 2.0 Tools for Your Classroom Dan Beerens 

2.10 GEN Professional Learning Communities  Gary Van Arragon 

2.11 RUC Education 487D: Directed Teaching Seminar RUC Education Faculty 

2.12 4-6 Lung Dissection Joel Slofstra 

2.13 ADM Best Practices for Employment for the Christian School Ray Hendriks 

2.14 GEN Educational Assistants in the Classroom Debbie Vonk & Aline Koiter 

2.15 GEN Become Fluent; Foster Balance Joanne den Boer & Bill de Jager 

2.16 4-12 Coaching for Independent Learning Harold Ford 

2.17 JK-SK The Meaning of the Candy Cane – A Make-and-Take Workshop Mary Ruth Downs 

2.18     9-12        Resonating Truth - Music, Faith & the World                                            Kevin Ramessar 

 

 �

��������+�
���/
��#%+�#$$%������������������������� ������������������������������� -�-4�!��,�#�54�!� �

1��2���!����
������#��

	
�	�
��



 

 

�

���������	�
���
������������������	���������	���
��� ����

	������������������
���	�����	�������������������� ��������������
���������

	������

Presentation D Gender and Learning: Maximizing Educational Effectiveness – Part 1 
                         Kathryn & Timothy Wiens  
This session will examine the new gender gap, the underachievement of boys, the brain’s impact on learning, and 
the difference between male and female learners. We will also look at the classroom and school-wide implications 
of gender differences. 
 
Presentation E Inclusive Schools: How Do We Welcome “Others”...Really?       Mary Ashun 
As we think of how we can make our Christian schools communities of safety for all students, I aim to raise aware-
ness of the very uncomfortable issue of race. What are the ways in which our students feel different? What are the 
ways in which we can be inclusive without being condescending? What is life like for the “other” in our midst? I 
will draw from my experience as a black teacher and professor in situations where I’ve been the only one or one of 
the few “other” people in the community. Rather than a story of sadness, it is one of joy, and I hope to inspire you 
to realize that, sometimes, it’s just knowing and living like the “other” is there and appreciated that makes all the 
difference! 
 

Presentation F Making Teaching Light: Humour as a Pedagogical Virtue                    Peter Schuurman 
This presentation will explore the fruitfulness of the virtue of humour in teaching.  In fact, it will be argued that 
humour ought to overflow into the hallways at a Christian school more so than at any other sort of school.  While 
humour can certainly go sour and an infotainment culture can toxically debase pedagogical practise, a playful ap-
proach to life and learning offers spectacular educational promise.  Participants will be expected to share best prac-
tices from their own teaching experience.  
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2.01 K-3 My Classroom is Your Home – Stories from the Heart  Ray Louter 
Stories have always existed close to the heart of faith communities because they reflect our ways of being community.  
Among other things, they show us who we are and how we can welcome the stranger. In this workshop we will start with 
an exploration of the fable, both in performance and in application.  Then we will share personal stories and how these 
can become models for group performance with music, sound, character, and dialogue. At the end of the session we will 
see that we all have stories to tell and that by sharing them, we experience community in fresh and exciting new ways.  
Come prepared to be the very children you teach. 
 

2.02 JK-3 Back to Square One – 101 Ways to Use a Large 100 Square Floor Grid Wendy Hill 
This highly interactive workshop will introduce teachers to the many creative ways of teaching children to physically 
explore math concepts in all five strands (with the emphasis on number sense and operations).  Teachers will learn fun 
and foolproof strategies that will engage children and encourage active participation in their own learning. 
 
2.03 JK-3 Seeing Math and Reading as Languages in the Primary Grades          Christina Belcher 
This workshop will explore a variety of ways in which to link reading and mathematics through language and fine arts in 
the early elementary grades. Some areas of investigation will involve the use of picture books, creating a math suitcase, 
and exploring family math activities as part of a family /school partnership. 
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2.04     9-12            Art from the Heart: A Collaborative Art  Project                                    Petra Zantingh 
When producing art together, collaborative art-making can transform students, classrooms, and communities. Par-
ticipants will produce an artwork using found objects, gel mediums, crayons, and paint. Design elements—contrast 
and unity, two of the essential visual basics that produce a successful artwork—will be explored as symbolic ideas 
of community. 
 
2.05 GEN Toward a Vision for Distinctively Christian Educational Leadership Sean Schat 
In this workshop Sean will present the results of his Masters Thesis (January, 2009) on the topic of educational 
leadership.  Sean will share important insights from a number of leadership experts and will identify a number of 
important questions and principles for our schools to explore when it comes to our leadership work with students 
and teachers.  This session is designed for “leaders” on all levels, including both classroom teachers and school  
administrators.   
  
2.06 JK-6 A Round of Circle Games Andy Raithby 
We all use and play in circles.  They’re fast to establish, they’re fair, and they are fun.  This session will feature 
great games and activities from CIRA Ontario’s newest book.  Come ready to laugh, play, and learn. 
 
2.07 GEN Aspergers Syndrome in the Classroom Jodi Wildschut & Linda Delean 
Our presentation is on the life of a child with Aspergers in an inclusive classroom. Taught by both a classroom 
teacher and a resource teacher, it will lay out what school looks like for a child with Aspergers, both in the class-
room and with the additional supports, planning, and goal-making that a resource teacher would be responsible for 
(in conjunction with his or her team). It aims to give an overview of how this disorder plays itself out socially and 
academically as well as provide additional information, programs, and ideas for working with children with  
Aspergers Syndrome  
 
2.08 GEN From Ottawa to the Gambia and Back Again...Training Teachers Overseas  
    Rachel Huinink 
This workshop will fill you in on some of the experiences of a year working overseas in the Gambia, West Africa, 
as a teacher trainer.  You will hear about some of the challenges and the adventures, as well as some of the practical 
aspects of how you could do the same.     
 
2.09 GEN Exploring the Many Uses of Web 2.0 Tools for Your Classroom Dan Beerens 
There are many new and helpful online tools emerging for teachers to use with students in their classroom and for 
personal effectiveness. Come and hear about some of them and take some time to do some guided exploration in 
the lab.  If you are using some Web 2.0 tools now, please come prepared to share what you have found helpful. 
 
2.10 GEN Professional Learning Communities  Gary Van Arragon 
Although this workshop is aimed particularly at those administrators and teachers who attended the DuFour Insti-
tute in Toronto earlier in October 2009, all others interested in professional learning communities are invited as 
well. In this workshop we will discuss what was learned at the Institute, and explore ways of implementing profes-
sional learning communities in our schools  
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2.11 RUC Education 487D: Directed Teaching Seminar RUC Education Faculty 
(Redeemer University College Course).  This is the introductory seminar of a required course for teachers who 
are enrolled in Redeemer’s Bachelor of Education program as B.C.Ed. transfer students.  It is open to only those 
who have registered for EDU487 as B.C.Ed. transfer students and  who have been approved to complete a final 
practicum in either November/December (2009) or March/April (2010).  
 
2.12 4-6 Lung Dissection Joel Slofstra 
Do dissections leave you short of breath?  They are a great way to reinforce instruction in class.  This workshop is 
designed to take elementary teachers through the process of planning and performing a lung dissection, from attain-
ing specimens, through the actual dissection, to disposal.  A lung dissection is a great enrichment activity for the 
new OACS unit “Human Organ Systems: Fearfully and Wonderfully Made.” 
 
2.13 ADM Best Practices for Employment for the Christian School Ray Hendriks 
This workshop outlines the practices of the school in terms of the oversight of the employment relationship and will 
deal specifically with the hiring process, orientation of new employees, and staff supervision.   
 
2.14 GEN Educational Assistants in the Classroom Debbie Vonk & Aline Koiter 
Education assistants provide valuable support to both students and teachers in the classroom, but are they used in 
your school as well as they might be? This workshop provides a brief overview of the role of the EA in both the 
elementary and secondary classroom as well as a sharing of ideas and strategies about how to best work as a team.  
With a better understanding of how best to use the skill sets of education assistants, school staff will be better 
equipped to provide meaningful programs and integration for students with exceptional learning needs. 
 
2.15 GEN Become Fluent; Foster Balance Joanne den Boer & Bill de Jager 
Life in 2009 can be relentless: e-mailing, attaching, texting, blogging, FaceBooking, Googling, downloading, 
PowerPointing, and pod-casting. For some, it’s a world that’s confusing, impatient, and unwilling to take the time 
to reflect and rest—a world that can quickly become more inhospitable.  Yet, it’s the world in which most of our 
students are comfortably immersed.  
 Who of us can envision the world a decade from now—2019?  How do we carry forward the non-
negotiable living truth of God’s enduring faithfulness from generation to generation? This workshop will provide 
an opportunity for participants to explore and to reflect on this question and to participate in conversations about 
the creative possibilities that will continue to improve student learning.   
 Come prepared to participate in an interactive workshop that will intersperse video clips with reflection, 
response, and inspiration.  
 
2.16 4-12 Coaching for Independent Learning Harold Ford 
This is an interactive workshop. After a short introduction, I will share some ideas, techniques, and materials that 
you can take away and use professionally. We will focus on how a learning coach can help remove “failure” from 
the learning process. For educators teaching grades 4-12, GEN and ADM.    
 
2.17 JK-SK The Meaning of the Candy Cane – A Make-and-Take Workshop Mary Ruth Downs 
The well-known Christmas symbol is the basis for this tasty thematic and integrated unit.  The simple candy cane is 
used to present the Christmas story and the sweet message of salvation.  Especially for kindergarten, participants 
will leave with ready to use activities that are worth a mint.  The many ideas will make Christmas planning a treat.  
(This is a repeat of the 2005 workshop) 
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2.18  9-12      Resonating Truth - Music, Faith & the World                                             Kevin Ramessar 
Among other things, the arts can be signposts along the way in our spiritual journeys.  We connect more fully with 
the Divine, each other, and ourselves as we create and experience art.   
 As teachers, we long for our students to live holistically and be agents for change in this world – to recog-
nize that God's truth is incarnational and to skillfully recreate the telling of this truth in effective, relevant ways. 
How do we encourage students to embrace this process?  As they grow in musicianship, maturity, and awareness, 
can we help them develop discernment to discover truth wherever it may be found?  How do we connect meaning-
fully with them and teach them to do the same with others, and to engage the great issues of our time, responding 
with compassion and hope? 
 At a time when so much of the Church's modern approach to faith is increasingly unable to deal with post-
modern thought and spirituality, exciting work is being done with regards to theology and the arts, exploring how 
Creation may continue to open up spiritual truth to us.  Psalm 19 and Romans 1 point us in this direction, encourag-
ing us to see God's specific and general revelation as complimentary, one informing the other. 
 The arts can help us move past a black and white worldview, as they quite often evade simplistic interpreta-
tion, pointing to process instead of concrete answers.  How do we judge music?  What goals should we strive to 
instill in our students?  How do harmony, rhythm, and scales relate to fulfillment, social justice, or pain? 
 Discovering what our faith means in light of these issues is divinely-appointed dirty work, the working out 
of our faith in fear and humility.  As we help our students explore aesthetics and criticism, understand counterpoint 
and polyrhythm, sift through musical & lyrical content, examine social and cultural context, listen for and create 
musical parables, learn from other traditions and cultures, etc., we just might hear them engaging in music, faith, 
and the world in fresh ways.   
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Presentation G Sabbath Rest for Very Busy Educators: Drinking From the Well 
 Marva Dawn 
 
Presentation H Gender and Learning: Maximizing Educational Effectiveness – Part 2 
 Kathryn & Timothy Wiens  
 
Presentation I Educating for a Love of Wisdom 
 Dirk Windhorst 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
3.01 JK-3 Power to Play (repeat of last year) Luisa Magalhaes 

3.02 K-3 Art from the Heart: A Collaborative Art Project Petra Zantingh 

3.03 1-3 Writing Made Easy Using Six Traits Strategies (repeat of last year) Donna Baker 

3.04 4-6 The Human Urinary System Jennifer Chiang 

3.05 3-8 Creating Class Community/Social & Emotional Literacy Grace Van Harten 

3.06 4-6 Back to Square One – 101 Ways to Use a Large 100 Square Floor Grid Wendy Hill 

3.07 9-12 Problem Solving in Mathematics Ian VanderBurgh  

3.08 K-12 Computer Animation: Part 2 Erna de Vries & Harry Blyleven 

3.09 9-12 Staging the Impossible – Beautifully Ray Louter 

3.10 JK-6 JUMP Math – Helping All Students Succeed in Mathematics  to be announced 

3.11 GEN Harassment Headaches: From Legislation to Application Miki Beldman  

3.12 RUC Education 487: Directed Teaching Seminar (Junior/Intermediate) RUC Education Faculty 

3.13 GEN Faith-Focused Student Assessments: Developing Wisdom? Dan Beerens 

3.14 JK-6 CIRA Ontario – Making Intramurals Work! Andy Raithby 

3.15 GEN FASD and Beyond Angela VanArragon 

3.16 9-12 Restorative Justice – The Beloved Community Nathan Siebenga 

3.17 JK-6 Of Primary Importance: Teaching Music in the Primary Grades   
   Carolyn Neumann VanderBurgh 
 

3.18 GEN Planning for Adequate Retirement Income Howard Van Mersbergen 

3.19 JK-SK The Dollar Store is the New Teachers’ Store Mary Ruth Downs 

3.20 6-8 Listening to Music Fran Huberts 
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Presentation G "Sabbath Rest for Very Busy Educators: Drinking from the Well" Marva Dawn 
This workshop will explore God's best gift for busy people – the delight of keeping a Sabbath day wholly. How can 
we do that, though, when we are super busy? Does God's commandment still apply in our times? This workshop  
will struggle with such tough questions and needs. 
  
Presentation H Gender and Learning: Maximizing Educational Effectiveness—Part 2 
                  Kathryn & Timothy Wiens  
This session will examine the new gender gap, the underachievement of boys, the brain’s impact on learning, and 
the difference between male and female learners. We will also look at the classroom and school-wide implications 
of gender differences. 
 
Presentation I Educating for a Love of Wisdom      Dirk Windhorst 
Is it time to re-conceive Christian education?  This presentation will challenge the present academic ethos of  
Christian education by being hospitable to the educational ideas of John Dewey and Simone Weil.  It will attempt 
to sketch out a different way of doing school that honours the place of physical work in cultivating a love for the  
wisdom embedded in God’s creation.  
 
 

 
3.01 JK-3 Power to Play (repeat of last year) Luisa Magalhaes 
Power to Play is a nutrition education program encouraging healthy eating and physical activity for children in kin-
dergarten to grade 3. Designed by teachers, dieticians, and students, it includes four grade-specific, curriculum-
integrated programs that meet expectations in health and physical education, language, mathematics, the arts,  
science and technology, and social studies. The workshop allows teachers to familiarize themselves with the  
program and to learn additional healthy eating information through the expertise of a Registered Dietician who  
facilitates the workshop. Each teacher who participates in the workshop receives all program materials free of 
charge. 
 
3.02 K-3 Art from the Heart: A Collaborative Art Project Petra Zantingh 
When producing art together, collaborative art-making can transform students, classrooms, and communities. Par-
ticipants will produce an artwork using found objects, gel mediums, crayons, and paint. Design elements—contrast 
and unity, two of the essential visual basics that produce a successful artwork—will be explored as symbolic ideas 
of community. 
 
3.03 1-3 Writing Made Easy Using Six Traits Strategies (repeat of last year) Donna Baker 
Learn how to teach and assess writing more effectively and help students understand the six traits of quality writing 
(ideas, organization, voice, word choice, sentence fluency & conventions). This session will explore ways to 
strengthen your students’ writing through each trait.  Teachers will leave with numerous ideas for their writing  
programs. 
 
3.04 4-6 The Human Urinary System Jennifer Chiang 
Are you smarter than a 5th grader?  Hopefully by the end of this workshop we will all be a little smarter than our 
grade 4-6 students when it comes to the human urinary system.  In this workshop we will explore the kidney, its 
blood supply, and the clearing of bodily wastes.  Ideas on how to teach this topic will be included.  
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3.05 3-8 Creating Class Community/Social & Emotional Literacy Grace Van Harten 
Are you wondering how to create an ethos of caring for your new class with its unique social dynamics that you 
can’t quite seem to get handle on? Have you tried some new and creative pedagogy, curriculum, or class trips that 
didn’t go as well as you would have liked? Why not get your students on board to help in the process. They usually 
have very good ideas! Class meetings give you a forum to make learning and caring for each other a mutual affair. 
This workshop, loosely based on Donna Styles’ book by the same name, will introduce the concept and practice of 
class meetings as part of your weekly classroom schedule. 
 
3.06 4-6 Back to Square One – 101 Ways to Use a Large 100 Square Floor Grid Wendy Hill 
This highly interactive workshop will introduce teachers to the many creative ways of teaching children to physi-
cally explore math concepts in all five strands (with the emphasis on number sense and operations).  Teachers will 
learn fun and foolproof strategies that will engage children and encourage active participation in their own learn-
ing. 
 
3.07 9-12 Problem Solving in Mathematics Ian VanderBurgh  
We will spend some time actually solving some mathematics problems.  We will talk about mathematics contests 
and problem solving, and why and how they can be useful for students and teachers.  We will also talk about pre-
paring students for contests. 
 
3.08 K-12 Computer Animation: Part 2 Erna de Vries & Harry Blyleven 
Explore a unique and fun approach to student learning which integrates the curriculum.  Participants in this work-
shop will learn the basic techniques in creating and editing a short computer animation using Stop Motion Anima-
tor and Movie Maker.  Opportunities will be provided to experiment with claymation, manipulation of existing 
characters, props, and importing music.  This double workshop is suitable for teachers in all grade levels. 
 
3.09 9-12 Staging the Impossible – Beautifully Ray Louter 
In this workshop we will explore how to do difficult and beautiful theatre work in community, from staging scenes 
of intimacy to vicious fistfights. From first meetings in scenes, to deepening relationships, to tragic loss, staging 
scenes in which people meet—really meet—is some of the most rewarding work we will ever do with students be-
cause it always illuminates what is really important. Participants will work on sample scenes from contemporary 
theatre and should come prepared to play and to do the work they expect of students. 
 
3.10 JK-6 JUMP Math – Helping All Students Succeed in Mathematics  to be announced 
New work in cognition has shown that mathematical abilities can be developed in all students (even ones who have 
traditionally struggled at school) through rigorous instruction. In this workshop, the JUMP Math philosophy and 
key instructional strategies to support students who are struggling in mathematics will be developed with the par-
ticipants. 
 
3.11 GEN Harassment Headaches: From Legislation to Application Miki Beldman  
Navigating through human rights legislation, labour law, and organizational best practice guidelines can be a per-
petual headache.  We deal with real people, with different personalities, sensitivities, and cultural contexts that defy 
the bland reality of legalese.  This (hopefully interactive) workshop will explore strategies for (a) the creation and 
maintenance of safe environments in which harassment is unlikely to become an issue and (b) ways in which to 
address human interaction that is experienced as harassment in ways in which the integrity and limits of all in-
volved are considered.  Please come with a sense of humour and situations you’ve experienced. We can’t promise 
answers but dialogue is a given. 
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3.12 RUC Education 487: Directed Teaching Seminar (Junior/Intermediate) RUC Education Faculty 
(Redeemer University College Course).  This is the introductory seminar of a required course for teachers who 
are enrolled in Redeemer’s Bachelor of Education program in the junior/intermediate division and who will begin 
the first six-week practicum in November.  It is not open to B.C.Ed transfer students. 
 
3.13 GEN Faith-Focused Student Assessments: Developing Wisdom? Dan Beerens 
What are the qualities/criteria for an effective faith-integrated assessment?  Are your students “catching” the key 
concepts and leaving with questions that will encourage their faith and spur further learning?  Discuss effective 
assessments and how to develop them.  If you are brave, take along 10 copies of your end of unit assessments for 
gracious feedback from peers. 
 
3.14 JK-6 CIRA Ontario – Making Intramurals Work! Andy Raithby 
This classroom session will lead participants towards developing a fun, inclusive intramural program.  With an em-
phasis on how the Canadian Intramural & Recreation Association might help you, we’ll play, share, and develop 
some outstanding intramural ideas! 
 
3.15 GEN FASD and Beyond Angela VanArragon 
This workshop will provide basic information about Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder and effective practices to 
address it in the classroom.  It will also include discussion on the wider implications of FASD and the role of 
Christian people. 
 
3.16 9-12 Restorative Justice – The Beloved Community Nathan Siebenga 
This workshop will uncover some of the basics behind restorative justice, providing a framework to start the phi-
losophical shift from zero tolerance to restorative justice. It is hoped that those involved will be encouraged to view 
conflict and resolution in a new light, especially when it comes to our interaction within our schools.    
 
3.17 JK-6 Of Primary Importance: Teaching Music in the Primary Grades   
       Carolyn Neumann VanderBurgh 
Come and discover a wide variety of hands-on activities, ready for use in the classroom, which begin to develop the 
child's music knowledge and skills. Topics will include music reading and writing, classroom singing, rhythm  
activities, and composition. Participants should be prepared to join in the fun as we learn several new singing 
games as well. 
 
3.18 GEN Planning for Adequate Retirement Income Howard Van Mersbergen 
In this session the amount of retirement income provided by the CSI Pension Plan and government plans will be 
presented.  Time will also be spent discussing the benefits and features of the CSI Pension Plan as well as what 
must be considered in planning for adequate retirement income.  
 
3.19 JK-SK The Dollar Store is the New Teachers’ Store Mary Ruth Downs 
The rest of the world is just coming to terms with tight budgets, but we, as Christian school teachers, have been 
living with them for years.  Come to this idea-packed, make-and-take workshop and learn how to create teaching 
materials and learning centres from your friendly, neighbourhood dollar store.  This workshop will focus on materi-
als for the junior and senior kindergarten program but will also be applicable to primary teachers who appreciate a 
hands-on approach to learning.  Please bring one of your dollar store finds or ideas to share with the class. 
 
3.20 6-8 Listening to Music Fran Huberts 
This workshop will introduce participants to a variety of listening pieces which can be used in the elementary class-
room to reinforce the five elements of music.  Listening maps and call charts will be presented. The workshop will 
include musical pieces from Gregorian Chant through the 20th century. 
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4.01 JK-SK Educators helping Educators                 Dolores Byrne 

4.02 Gr. 1 Educators helping Educators         Elaine Smit 

4.03 Gr. 2 Educators helping Educators         Lori Wright 

4.04 Gr. 3 Educators helping Educators         Tina Covert 

4.05 Gr. 4 Educators helping Educators          Natalie Van Andel 

4.06 Gr. 5 Educators helping Educators                         Jessica Geleynse 

4.07 Gr. 6 Educators helping Educators                Sarah Terpstra 

4.08 Gr. 7  Educators helping Educators                                                   to be announced 

4.09 Gr. 8  Educators helping Educators            Stephen Janssen 

4.10 9-12 Educators helping Educators – Math                                      Kevin Smith 

4.11 9-12 Educators helping Educators – Business               Kevin Hunink 

4.12 9-12 Educators helping Educators – English            Justin Cook & Karin Boonstra 

4.13 9-12 Educators Helping Educators – Bible/Worldview   Richard VanEgmond 

4.14 9-12 Educators helping Educators – Science           Marj Sutherland & Rick Guetter 

4.15 9-12 Educators helping Educators – COOP         Michael Bromilow 

4.16 9-12 Educators helping Educators – History                                                to be announced 

4.17 7-12 Expanding the P.E. Curriculum – Part 1: Futsal, Tchoukball,    
  J’ai Lai, Pickleball                Ron Oppertshauser 
 

4.18 GEN Movie-Making in the Classroom – PART 1 (repeat of last year)                   Eric Brink   

4.19 GEN  Learn to Manage Your Stress Before it Manages You, Part 1  Len Dykstra 
   (repeat of last year) 
 

4.20 GEN Highly Effective Schools: What They Do and Why They Do It - Part 1  
             Kathryn & Timothy Wiens 
 
 

4.21 GEN Neuroplastic Effects of a Cognitive Program for Children with Learning Disabilities  
  (Arrowsmith Program)                      Tara Anchel 
 
 

4.22 GEN Creating Hooks for Books: School Libraries and Reading Promotion 
               Suzanne Duiker-Kroon & Margaret Grift 
 
 

4.23 K-12 New Teachers to OCSTA                      OCSTA Board 
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4.01  -   4.16  EDUCATORS HELPING EDUCATORS  -  SERIES OF WORKSHOPS 
Our goal at OCSTA is to build an association where we have a collaborative network of educators sharing/teaching/
collaborating together.  We feel there is a huge potential for enabling and empowering teachers to serve each other 
and to develop leaders in all areas of education.  The leaders/facilitators of these workshops are helping the organi-
zations (OCSTA, OACS, OCSAA) that support Christian schools to grow and develop and to plan in a unified way 
for future professional development, curriculum and community-building.  So this year at our 2009 OCSTA Educa-
tors convention, we are taking the first step towards this goal.  We want to create the potential for a network (face-
to-face, electronically, etc.) and/or a Professional Learning Community (PLC) where educators can work mutually.  
Each of your schools are encourage to be a PLC but we hope that connecting with other educators in your grade 
level or discipline can also be an opportunity for a PLC.  We hope that you enjoy getting together as colleagues 
across grades in the elementary panel and across disciplines in the secondary panel. 
 
4.17 7-12 Expanding the P.E. Curriculum – Part 1: Futsal, Tchoukball, J’ai Lai, Pickleball  
                                     Ron Oppertshauser 
In this workshop, participants will have the opportunity to actively participate in various games which they may not 
have had the opportunity to try before. Rules and possible adaptations will be discussed for each.  Please come 
dressed appropriately to play and have some fun.  
 
4.18 GEN Movie-Making in the Classroom – PART 1 (repeat of last year)                        Eric Brink   
Movie-making in the classroom offers many benefits for learning in creative and exciting ways.  This seminar will 
take you through the Whys of movie-making in the classroom (Part I) as well as the Hows (Part II).  Throughout the 
sessions, participants will be guided through the movie-making process and will create a mini-movie using Win-
dows Movie Maker.  Participants are encouraged to bring a flash (thumb, USB) drive to take home their movies. 
 
4.19 GEN  Learn to Manage Your Stress Before it Manages You, Part 1   Len Dykstra 
   (repeat of last year) 
Plan for less stress.  Great concept, great idea, but is it realistic?  Is it possible?  How does one manage and plan for 
less stress?  How can one manage and balance his or her life?  
 The answer:  practicing and maintaining good self-care.  In this workshop you will learn that if we adjust 
our thoughts, our feelings, our expectations, and our actions, we can have less stress.  When we learn to take good 
care of ourselves, we increase our capacity to support others, both at school and at home. 
 
4.20 GEN Highly Effective Schools: What They Do and Why They Do It  - Part 1 
                     Kathryn & Timothy Wiens 
This session will examine the seven characteristics of highly effective schools and seek to explore several examples 
of schools that have excelled.  Both suburban and urban perspectives will provide insight into ways in which 
schools from  numerous demographics can improve. 
 
4.21 GEN Neuroplastic Effects of a Cognitive Program for Children with Learning Disabilities  
  (Arrowsmith Program)               Tara Anchel 
Presentation on the function of the different cognitive areas related to reading and a demonstration of neuroplastic 
exercises that drive changes in students’ brains so that they can increase their learning capacity and learn to read 
without compensatory techniques.   
 Participants will learn how to identify which cognitive areas are causing reading difficulties and other 
symptoms associated with those areas. In addition, participants will understand the role each cognitive area plays 
when children learn to read.   
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4.22 GEN Creating Hooks for Books: School Libraries and Reading Promotion 
                    Suzanne Duiker-Kroon & Margaret Grift 
“The reading of good books is central to Christian education” (OACS Communicator, May 2000).  In this age of 
electronics, it is becoming increasingly difficult to get students to read.  In this workshop we will explore how the 
school library is an important resource to promote reading at both the elementary and secondary school levels.  
Specific reading promotion ideas will be presented and participants are asked to bring ideas to share. 
 
4.23 K-12 New Teachers to OCSTA                    OCSTA Board 
The purpose of this workshop is to share the program and services of OCSTA and to network with colleagues who 
teach similar subjects or in similar situations.  
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5.01 JK-SK Educators helping Educators                 Dolores Byrne 

5.02 Gr. 1 Educators helping Educators         Elaine Smit 

5.03 Gr. 2 Educators helping Educators         Lori Wright 

5.04 Gr. 3 Educators helping Educators         Tina Covert 

5.05 Gr. 4 Educators helping Educators          Natalie Van Andel 

5.06 Gr. 5 Educators helping Educators             Jessica Geleynse 

5.07 Gr. 6 Educators helping Educators                Sarah Terpstra 

5.08 Gr. 7  Educators helping Educators              to be announced 

5.09 Gr. 8  Educators helping Educators             Stephen Janssen 

5.10 9-12 Educators helping Educators - Math                                        Kevin Smith 

5.11 9-12 Educators helping Educators – Business                Kevin Hunink 

5.12 9-12 Educators helping Educators – English            Justin Cook & Karin Boonstra 

5.13 9-12 Educators Helping Educators – Bible/Worldview   Richard VanEgmond 

5.14 9-12 Educators helping Educators – Science               Marj Sutherland & Rick Guetter 
 

5.15 9-12 Educators helping Educators – COOP         Michael Bromilow 

5.16 9-12 Educators helping Educators – History                                                to be announced 
 

5.17 7-12 Expanding the P.E. Curriculum – Part 2: Speedminton, Floorball,  
  OKE ball, Yoga ball            Ron Oppertshauser 
  

5.18 GEN Movie-Making in the Classroom – PART 2 (repeat of last year)                Eric Brink   
 
5.19 GEN  Learn to Manage Your Stress Before it Manages You, Part 2  Len Dykstra 
   (repeat of last year) 
 

5.20 GEN Highly Effective Schools: What They Do and Why They Do It - Part 2  
             Kathryn & Timothy Wiens 
 

5.21  GEN Flexible Health                                                            Howard VanMersgergen  
 

5.22 GEN Special Education/Resource Teachers            Kimberly Maich 
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5.01  -   5.16  EDUCATORS HELPING EDUCATORS  -  SERIES OF WORKSHOPS 
Our goal at OCSTA is to build an association where we have a collaborative network of educators sharing/teaching/
collaborating together.  We feel there is a huge potential for enabling and empowering teachers to serve each other 
and to develop leaders in all areas of education.  The leaders/facilitators of these workshops are helping the organi-
zations (OCSTA, OACS, OCSAA) that support Christian schools to grow and develop and to plan in a unified way 
for future professional development, curriculum and community-building.  So this year at our 2009 OCSTA Educa-
tors convention, we are taking the first step towards this goal.  We want to create the potential for a network (face-
to-face, electronically, etc.) and/or a Professional Learning Community (PLC) where educators can work mutually.  
Each of your schools are encourage to be a PLC but we hope that connecting with other educators in your grade 
level or discipline can also be an opportunity for a PLC.  We hope that you enjoy getting together as colleagues 
across grades in the elementary panel and across disciplines in the secondary panel. 
 
5.17 7-12 Expanding the P.E. Curriculum – Part 2: Speedminton, Floorball,  
  OKE ball, Yoga ball                    Ron Oppertshauser 
In this workshop, participants will have the opportunity to actively participate in various games which they may not 
have had the opportunity to try before. Rules and possible adaptations will be discussed for each.  Please come 
dressed appropriately to play and have some fun.  
  
5.18 GEN Movie-Making in the Classroom – PART 2 (repeat of last year)                        Eric Brink   
Movie-making in the classroom offers many benefits for learning in creative and exciting ways.  This seminar will 
take you through the Whys of movie-making in the classroom (Part I) as well as the Hows (Part II).  Throughout the 
sessions, participants will be guided through the movie-making process and will create a minimovie using Win-
dows Movie Maker.  Participants are encouraged to bring a flash (thumb, USB) drive to take home their movies. 
 
5.19 GEN  Learn to Manage Your Stress Before it Manages You, Part 2     Len Dykstra 
   (repeat of last year) 
Plan for less stress.  Great concept, great idea, but is it realistic?  Is it possible?  How does one manage and plan for 
less stress?  How can one manage and balance his or her life?  
 The answer:  practicing and maintaining good self-care.  In this workshop you will learn that if we adjust 
our thoughts, our feelings, our expectations, and our actions, we can have less stress.  When we learn to take good 
care of ourselves, we increase our capacity to support others, both at school and at home. 
 
5.20 GEN Highly Effective Schools: What They Do and Why They Do It  - Part 2   
                     Kathryn & Timothy Wiens 
This session will examine the seven characteristics of highly effective schools and seek to explore several examples 
of schools that have excelled.  Both suburban and urban perspectives will provide insight into ways in which 
schools from  numerous demographics can improve. 
 
5.21  GEN Flexible Health                                                                    Howard VanMersgergen  
We like to have flexibility when it comes to our healthcare.  Because of this, more and more schools are electing 
the Flex Plans option within the CSI Insurance Plan. This session explains the options available in the Flex Plans 
and shows how your school can help you tailor your healthcare coverage to your needs.  Contract Partnership Com-
mittee members are encouraged to attend. 
 
5.22 GEN Special Education/Resource Teachers                   Kimberly Maich 
This collaborative session will help to delineate present issues in special education provision, share needs for pro-
fessional collaboration, and set goals for professional development. 
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Anchel, Tara is the assistant director at Arrowsmith School in Toronto.  She has a degree in developmental psy-
chology, is a certificated teacher, and spent several years working with special needs students and their families 
before joining Arrowsmith. The first impression Tara had of the Arrowsmith Program was that, while incredibly 
innovative, it simply made sense. By identifying what is causing a student’s learning difficulties and designing pro-
grams to stimulate certain brain areas, the Arrowsmith methodology profoundly changes a student’s capacity to 
learn.  Since her inception as first a teacher and now assistant director, Tara continues to find the Arrowsmith Pro-
gram, and its impact on the students, their families, and the wider educational community, an incredible story of 
triumph and power.  She is involved in both the laboratory school in Toronto and the Arrowsmith sites more re-
cently implemented throughout North America. (4.21) 
 
Ashun, Dr. Mary is an assistant professor of education at Redeemer University College, teaching the courses Edu-
cational Psychology, Introduction to Teaching, and Science and Mathematics for Teachers. She has taught for sev-
eral years in Ontario’s public and private Christian schools and enjoys researching teacher education. She lives with 
her husband, Joseph, and three sons, Abeyku, Kwam, and Jojo, in Mississauga. (Pres. E) 
 
Baker, Donna is a teacher with a passion for literacy learning and teaching.  She recently received Peel District 
School Board’s Education Champion Award for her work in conducting workshops on reading and writing strate-
gies throughout Ontario and Canada. Donna has taught Reading: Part 1 for York University and online reading 
courses for Queen’s University and has presented many writing workshops at Reading for the Love of It. Through-
out her teaching career, Donna has taught grades 2 through 8, as well as working in special education and as a 
teacher-librarian.  She spent two years as a resource teacher for Toronto Catholic District School Board and was a 
member of their Balanced Literacy implementation and support team. Donna was a contributing writer to their 
“Literacy in the Middle Grades” document.  She spent two years as a vice-principal with Peel District School Board 
but is now thoroughly enjoying her time with her grade 6 students. (1.03, 3.03) 
 
Belcher, Christine is an associate professor of education in the education faculty at Redeemer Univer-
sity College a doctoral candidate at Monash University, Australia. She has taught in teacher education 
faculties in Australia, New Zealand, and Canada. Her interests are in worldview, children’s literature, 
higher education, leadership, culture, interdisciplinary research, and gender and identity studies. (1.02, 
2.03) 
 
Beldman, Miki: Seasoned counsellor (means I’m old), in private practice with Patmos Associates since 1992. 
Completed many courses after the initial R.N. in psychiatric nursing, including residential counselling, pastoral 
counselling, and a Masters in Religious Education-Counselling Focus,  from McMaster University.  Teacher and 
principal of Erin Lane, an alternative high school, in the ’80s. Experience in management in housing, program de-
velopment, human resources and EAP for several not-for-profit organizations. Curious and always eager to con-
sider new things. Have seen the results of toxic work environments in my practice every day. (3.11) 
 
Beerens, Dan is director of instructional improvement and consultant at Christian Schools International and also 
serves as editor of Christian School Teacher and writer of the Nurturing Faith blog. He is a former elementary and 
middle school teacher and principal, as well as a K-12 curriculum director. (2.09, 3.13) 
 
Blylven, Harry is a computers and business teacher at Hamilton District Christian High School and lecturer in edu-
cation at Redeemer University College.  Harry has been involved with technology for many years and enjoys the 
new possibilities that arise from it.  Recently Harry has been more involved in digital video creation. (1.08, 3.08) 
 
Brink, Eric has been a computers and media studies teacher at HDCH for several years and has been 
teaching movie making to students in the Grade 9 Computer Technology course as well as the Media 
Studies course.  (4.18, 5.18) 
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Boonstra, Karin is a high school English teacher and drama teacher with 21 years of experience.  After teaching in 
other schools, Karin and her brother Justin Cook returned at different times to their alma mater Hamilton District 
Christian High School as their professional community. As sister and brother and English department colleagues, 
they love the opportunity to collaborate on their classroom teaching.  Karin also works in the student services office 
at HDCH. In addition to work, they both love spending significant time with their individual families.  (4.12, 5.12) 
 
Bromilow, Michael has more than 20 years experience within the Halton District Board of Education within the 
elementary, secondary, and adult education panels.  Coop education within the Halton Board included five years 
with both special needs and regular placements.  More recently, Michael spent five years involved in developing a 
cooperative education program at King's Christian Collegiate in Oakville. (4.15, 5.15) 
 
Byrne, Dolores graduated from Toronto Teacher’s College in 1967. Dolores earned an ARCT diploma in piano 
pedagogy from the Royal Conservatory of Music in 1971. She taught private piano lessons for over forty years. 
Even when teaching kindergarten, Dolores always had some piano students. 
 Dolores began her career teaching senior kindergarten and Grade 1 and 2 in Durham Region for four years. 
She taught nursery school for two years and finally SK for 14 years at Listowel Christian School. For four of those 
years she taught a combined JK and SK class. (4.01, 5.01) 
 
Chiang, Jennifer graduated from the University of Toronto with her MSc in the field of neurobiology.  Jennifer 
has taught at the University of Toronto, McMaster University, Tyndale University College, and Redeemer Univer-
sity College.  She has been in the employ of Redeemer since 1990, where she teaches science to both non-biology 
and biology majors.  Jennifer has been involved in curriculum writing, the OACS Science Advisory Board, and has 
developed the Elementary/High School Science Program at Redeemer. (3.04) 
 
Clayford, Rick has over 20 years of experience in the optical industry.  He has been with Opti-Tech Scientific Inc. 
since 1996 in their technical sales/service division.  Rick has conducted workshops in microscopy at universities 
across Canada and has serviced the microscopes at Redeemer and other universities for many years. (1.12) 
 
Cook, Justin: After teaching in other schools, both Justin Cook and Karin Boonstra returned at different times to 
their alma mater HDCH as their professional community. As brother and sister and English department colleagues, 
they love the opportunity to collaborate on their classroom teaching.  Karin also works in the student services office 
at HDCH. In addition to work, they both love spending significant time with their individual families. (4.12, 5.12) 
 
Covert, Tina: At her first OCSTA Convention twelve years ago, Tina was one of the few "C's" in the surname 
box.  She was then asked what her Dutch maiden name was and shared her Irish background!  Prior to her position 
at Rhema Christian School in Peterborough, Tina taught in ACSI schools for four years.  International experience in 
the IB program in Budapest as well as supply teaching at Kawartha Pine Ridge Public Board and working as a 
home/hospital LTO broadens her scope of experience.  A graduate of the Trent Queen's Concurrent Education Pro-
gram, Tina also studied at Eastern Pentecostal Bible College. Tina has taught K-13 and multiple split grade classes, 
has a specialist in special education, and is currently working to complete her reading specialist.  Her classroom is 
regarded as a lively place where the unexpected often happens.  She is married to Steve and has two children, Cory 
and Tom. (4.04, 5.04) 
 
Delean, Linda is a learning resource teacher at Covenant Christian School in Smithville, Ontario.  She is a graduate 
of Redeemer University College with a Bachelor of Arts and a Bachelor of Education.  She has been a teacher in 
OACS schools since 1993 and has taught in the primary, junior, and intermediate divisions. Recently, she com-
pleted the first Autism AQ course held at Redeemer University College.  Presently, she is working to obtain her 
specialist designation in special education. (2.07) 
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De Jager, Bill has been a teaching principal at Terra Ceia Christian School in North Carolina, a teacher and cur-
riculum coordinator at Immanuel Christian School in Lethbridge, Alberta, and at Abbotsford Christian Secondary 
School (ACSS) in Abbotsford, BC; he was also a vice principal and interim principal at ACSS. He is currently a 
director of curriculum and instruction for the Society of Christian Schools in British Columbia. He has a deep pas-
sion for creating highly-engaging and lasting learning experiences within a Christian learning community. (2.15) 
 
De Vries, Erna has been involved in art education for the past 32 years in a variety of capacities: classroom 
teacher, adult education, teacher training, workshop leader, fine arts judge, and freelance artist.  She is always look-
ing for new and exciting ways to bring the curriculum to life.  With the help of the computer department, Erna has 
integrated technology and art in creating small claymation videos as part of the sculpture unit.  She is the art teacher 
at Hamilton District Christian High School. (1.08, 3.08) 
 
Den Boer, Joanne: As the director of curriculum and instruction with the Society of Christian Schools in BC, 
Joanne den Boer provides support to Christian elementary schools, including preschool and special education.  She 
is an elementary generalist with 20 years experience, including one year in Ontario!  She has a Bachelor of General 
Studies from Simon Fraser University and a Masters of Arts from Royal Roads University.  She believes that the 
relationship between learning and teaching is fluid, that the learners in our Christian classrooms just might be the 
teachers!  (2.15) 
 
Downs, Mary Ruth has taught kindergarten and early primary for 20 years.  When not in her classroom at Com-
munity Christian School in Metcalfe, ON, or at home with her four kids, husband,  two degus, and one dog, she can 
often be found wandering the aisles of the local dollar store.  She has presented at the O.C.S.T.A. convention for 
the last 4 years.  Her workshops include The Message of the Candy Cane, Easter Egg-stravaganza, The Creator's 
Creepy Crawlies, and Penguins Praise. (2.17, 3.19) 
 
Duiker-Kroon, Suzanne received a BA in the Secondary Ed. Program from Calvin College and additional qualifi-
cations in ESL, FSL and teacher-librarianship from U of T and York U.  She taught French and social studies at the 
jr/sr. high in Lethbridge, supply taught in Toronto and Guelph-area elementary and high schools, and, while work-
ing as a researcher for the Christian Labour Association of Canada, managed their library and set up an archives.  
Since 2002, Suzanne has been the librarian at Woodland Christian High School and has in that time revived an 
OACS-affiliated high school librarian network and coordinated the new-this-year Christian High School Book 
Club.  (4.22) 
 
Dykstra, Len has been a social worker for 28 years.  He graduated from Dordt College in 1980 and received his 
Masters of Social Work from the State University of New York at Buffalo in 1995.  He currently is a counselor 
with Lidkea, Stob, and Venema and Associates Counseling Services in Niagara.  He is also a counselor at the Per-
sonal Counseling Centre at Brock University in St. Catharines.  Len is a frequent presenter on health and wellness 
topics at workshops and conferences.  He and his wife, Annette, have three young adult children. (4.19, 5.19) 
 
Foster, Robert was raised in a bilingual environment in Quebec and France. He is the oldest of five children. His 
father was a missionary/church planter in French Canada. Rob studied philosophy at McGill, then spent a couple of 
years at Regent College in Vancouver before settling in Ontario to teach high school French. He has been involved 
in Teacher’s Christian Fellowship, has sponsored inter-school Christian fellowship groups, and has specialized in 
curriculum writing and assessment and evaluation. He recently completed his Ed.D. on the topic of ethics in the 
classroom. Rob is married to Bev and has four children. (1.07) 
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Ford, Harold is the learning coach at King’s Christian Collegiate and runs the learning commons. His interests lie 
in developing effective learning strategies, meeting the needs of individual students, and in helping students to de-
velop their special interests and passion for learning. (2.16) 
 
Garricok, Suzanne has experience in both Immersion and Core French. (1.07) 
 
Geleynse, Jessica is in her seventh year of teaching grade 5 at Knox Christian School in Bowmanville.  She is 
looking forward to facilitating the grade 5 ‘Educators helping Educators’ workshop to hear and learn from other 
teachers' experiences.  (4.06, 5.06) 
 
Grierson, Dr. Arlene is an Assistant professor of language and literacy at the Brantford Campus of Nipissing Uni-
versity.  She is the author of Jolly Jingles, a resource that is used in English-speaking countries worldwide as a 
companion to the Jolly Phonics Program. As a former school board literacy support teacher who has provided Jolly 
Phonics workshops for the past ten years, Arlene has assisted teachers throughout Ontario in the implementation of 
Jolly Phonics. Arlene’s doctoral studies focused on early reading, and she has also published several articles and 
presented at numerous national and international reading conferences.  (1.01) 
 
Grift, Margaret has a Masters of Library and Information Science degree from McGill University.  She worked as 
a librarian at Redeemer University College and Kuyper College (formerly Reformed Bible College) and was school 
librarian at Brantford Christian School for a number of years.  She has done workshops about school librarianship 
for OACS and OCSTA.  At present she is a library consultant for Christian school libraries. (4.22) 
  
Guetter, Rick has been teaching in Christian schools for much of the past 20 years.  He works at Woodland Chris-
tian High School, Breslau, where he teaches physics and mathematics and serves as the vice principal of programs. 
(4.14, 5.14) 
 
Hart, Jodi has been painting since childhood.  She graduated from Sheridan College in 1998 with a Diploma of 
Illustration and then completed a Bachelor of Arts at McMaster University in 2007.  She continues to paint at her 
home studio in St. George, Ontario, in addition to teaching private and group art lessons. (1.04) 
 
Hendricks, Ray: After 23 years as the principal of Rhema Christian School in Peterborough, Ray Hendriks has 
now taken on the task of director of advancement for the Ontario Alliance of Christian Schools.  A graduate of Cal-
vin College, Ray is a firm believer in the role of Christian education in the life of the Christian community.  As part 
of his task for the OACS, Ray also oversees the areas of employment relations and board leadership. (2.13) 
 
Hill, Wendy is a retired teacher after 30 years in education.  Being a firm believer in “ACTIVE LEARNING,” she 
developed a kinesthetic way of introducing abstract math concepts to her children at the elementary level.  This 
method involves a large 100 square floor grid on which the children move and place cards and objects.  In her 
classroom, Wendy’s grid was constructed of masking tape!  She is now the developer and owner of THE LEARN-
ING CARPET, which has been embraced by boards and districts throughout North America.  Whether using tape or 
a carpet, this method of teaching is exciting, enticing, and relevant in many areas of the curriculum. (2.01, 3.06) 
 
Huberts, Fran presently teaches part-time grade eight and music (Gr. 6-8) at Cambridge Christian School.  She is 
also the vice-principal and recruitment officer for the school.  Fran also teaches EDU 220 and EDU 222 (Music Ed) 
at Redeemer University College. (3.20) 
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Huinink, Rachel teaches at the primary level at Ottawa Christian School.  She spent the past year working for Vol-
untary Service Overseas in the Gambia, West Africa, as a teacher trainer, helping teachers develop and strengthen 
their teaching skills.  She enjoyed the adventures and challenges of living and working overseas, being amazed at 
how God is at work in this tiny African country. (2.08) 
 
Huinink, Kevin teaches business, computers, family studies, and works in guidance at Woodland Christian High 
School.  Teaching business from a Christian perspective, and identifying areas of brokenness and of redemption, 
have been a struggle and a passion for him over the past 10 years. (4.11, 5.11) 
 
Janssen, Stephen has been teaching grade eight at Knox Christian School in Bowmanville, Ontario, for seven 
years. He enjoys teaching in the areas of history, geography, Bible, and literature and strives to bring world events 
and the beginnings of worldview thinking into grade 8. He is currently a student in the Dordt Masters of Education 
program and is eager to discuss whatever topics grade eight teachers wrestle with. (4.09, 5.09) 
 
Jordan, Jim is a motivational speaker, entertainer & author of Plug the Tub.  Over the past twenty years, he has 
entertained thousands and was voted # 1 Entertainer twelve years in a row by Readers Choice Awards in the 
Greater Toronto Area. With many years of entertaining expertise & mentoring by one of Canada’s foremost 
business advisors, Fred Wyeld, this combination has directed Jim towards his true passion—delivering magical 
educational keynotes to schools and corporations all across North America.  Jim Jordan will demonstrate with a 
touch of magic how to keep your team motivated.  Remember...you cannot motivate if you are demoralizing...so 
let’s Plug the Tub. (1.11) 
 
Keesmaat, Dr. Sylvia is an adjunct professor of biblical studies at the Institute for Christian Studies and the  
Toronto School of Theology. She is the co-author of Colossians Remixed: Subverting the Empire. Sylvia 
homeschools her two daughters and lives on an organic solar-powered farm in central Ontario. (Pres. A) 
 
Koiter, Aline is a teacher, guidance counselor and special education coordinator at Hamilton District Christian 
High School, where she has taught for  18 years.  She has a BA in English, an MEd in Teaching and Learning, and 
a Specialist Certification in Special Education. (2.14) 
 
Louter, Raymond completed his undergraduate theatre degree at Dordt College in Sioux Center Iowa, and then 
moved back home to Canada where he did graduate work in both performance and drama studies. After a short stint 
in the professional theatre world, he came to Redeemer University College to teach. Over the last number of years 
he has taught in many areas to do with theatre, including performance, public speaking, and storytelling.  He has 
taken workshops in areas to do with stage combat, clown, and physical theatre performance. He is also intensely 
interested in ways we can approach the text of the Bible performatively and gives frequent workshops in this area 
of worship practise. (2.01, 3.09) 
 
Magalhaes, Luisa is a registered dietician and has been working as a nutrition educator with the Dairy Farmers of 
Canada since January 2009. She holds a Masters of Health Science degree in Community Nutrition from the Uni-
versity of Toronto. Luisa worked as a public health dietician in Ontario for three years after graduating from the 
University of Manitoba and completing a dietetic internship at the Health Sciences Centre in Winnipeg.  She enjoys 
working with a talented team of dieticians at Dairy Farmers of Canada, and in her role collaborates on resource and 
program development, implementation, and evaluation; facilitates teacher workshops; and coordinates exhibits at 
educator conferences. (3.01) 
 
Maich, Dr. Kimberly is a sessional assistant professor in Redeemer University College’s faculty of education, and 
a continuing education instructor. She is on leave from positions as a learning resource teacher with the Grand Erie 
DSB and an autism specialist with McMaster Children’s Hospitals’ ASD School Support Program.  (5.22) 
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Neumann VanderBurgh, Carolyn received her Bachelor of Music Education from Wilfrid Laurier University, a 
Bachelor of Education from Brock University, and a Masters of Arts in Music Education from the University of St. 
Thomas in Minnesota. She enjoys her involvement in elementary music education and is the president of the 
Kodály Society of Ontario, the secretary of the Kodály Society of Canada, as well as a sessional instructor at 
Wilfrid Laurier University. She has been active as a clinician at provincial and national workshops and conferences. 
She is the conductor of the Inter-Mennonite Children's Choir and teaches for the Waterloo Regional District School 
Board.  (3.17) 
 
Oppertshauser, Ron has been teaching physical education for 15 years. He enjoys going to workshops that focus 
on games and physical fitness. He also likes to try to create new games to use in his P.E. curriculum or at youth 
events. Ron currently teaches at Hamilton District Christian High School.  (4.17, 5.17) 
 
Porter, Beth is director of educational initiatives and publications for L’Arche Canada. She has a passion for call-
ing forth the leadership gifts of young people and inviting them to help build a world where everyone belongs. Beth 
is a long-term member of L’Arche Daybreak, where she was influenced by Henri Nouwen. Before she came to 
L’Arche, she taught English at the University of Guelph. In collaboration with the Toronto Catholic Board of Edu-
cation, she has written popular supplementary high school materials on the vision of Jean Vanier. She holds an 
M.Div. (U of Toronto) and an M.A. in English and a Manitoba teaching certificate in adult education. As a young 
woman, she completed a one-year certificate program at the former Ontario Bible College, now Tyndale Seminary.  
Beth has written for the Journal of Pastoral Care and various other publications, and she was lead editor of Be-
friending Life: Encounters with Henri Nouwen (Doubleday, 2001).  (1.06) 
 
Raithby, Andy is currently teaching phys ed at Erin Mills Middle School (ECMS) in Mississauga.  He has served 
on the CIRA Ontario executive for eleven years and led workshops across the country.  Andy has published 4 
books, including A Round of Circle Games (2009), Hoops and Hoopla (2008), and World’s Greatest Dodgeball 
Games (2007).  This is Andy’s fifth time sharing ideas at an OCSTA Convention.  Andy wrote in his bio: “You 
folks are fantastic!”   (2.06, 3.14) 
  
Ramessar, Kevin: Award-winning singer/multi-instrumentalist Kevin Ramessar has a passion for engaging audi-
ences and inspiring young learners.  His performances with orchestras, at concert halls, and at festival stages 
throughout Canada and abroad have delighted listeners and critics, and have earned accolades from the likes of Pat 
Metheny, Jim Cuddy, and Ron Sexsmith.  Recent appearances include the Juno Songwriters’ Circle, Canada AM, 
onstage roles at the Stratford Festival, and opening performances for Tony Bennett, Maceo Parker, and Chris 
Botti.  He currently teaches at Woodland Christian High School and Conrad Grebel College and runs a music con-
servatory in Kitchener-Waterloo. (2.18) 
 
Reid, Michael: Education: B.A., Ottawa University, B.Th, Master’s College and Seminary, M.T.S., McMaster  
Divinity College.  Vocation: 1998 to present: Labour Representative with the Christian Labour Association of  
Canada. (1.09) 
 
Schat, Sean is in his 16th year of teaching in Ontario Christian schools.  He currently serves in the Beacon Christian 
Schools community as a high school Bible teacher, director of professional development (JK-12), and interim act-
ing principal at Beacon Christian Secondary School (2009-2010).  Sean enjoys the challenge of seeking to integrate 
educational research and theories with a vision for distinctively Christian education. (1.15 2.05) 
 
Schurter, Jim: Since retiring from a career as a secondary school mathematics teacher and department head sev-
eral years ago, I have been helping to develop the website mathfrog.ca, which attempts to assist students, teachers, 
and parents of grades 4-6.  (1.05) 
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Sider, Steve is the director of teacher education at Redeemer.  He has also taught in the faculties of education at 
Western and Wilfrid Laurier. He completed his Ph.D. and M.Ed. while serving as the head of schools at Niagara 
Christian Collegiate.  His graduate work focused on the experiences of children with maintaining their first lan-
guage after moving to a new country. (Pres. B) 
 
Siebenga, Nathan has been a teacher at Hamilton District Christian High School for eight years and a vice princi-
pal of students for one year. Hamilton District Christian High School has taken many steps to move towards being a 
school with a restorative justice culture. This has been a very rewarding journey with its ups and downs. (3.16) 
 
Slofstra, Joel graduated from Calvin College and Grand Valley State University.  Joel taught for eight years in the 
Grand Rapids Public School District in Grand Rapids, Michigan, primarily serving as an environmental science 
specialist.  Currently, Joel is the principal of Rhema Christian School in Peterborough, Ontario. He feels blessed to 
be able to share his love of God's creation with his students.  He feels that hands-on learning experiences are an im-
portant way to reinforce classroom instruction.  (2.12) 
 
Smit, Elaine attended a number of universities while parenting in both Ontario and British Columbia and eventu-
ally graduated with a B. ED. from Simon Fraser University in BC. She taught primary grades at the Abbotsford 
Christian School (Clayburn Hills), and Langley Christian School. In 2001 the family moved back to Ontario and 
she taught at the Holland Marsh Christian School. Elaine was responsible for the primary curriculum. Most of her 
teaching experience occurred at the grade one level. This past year she semi-retired and substitutes at Timothy 
Christian in Barrie. Her role as a church elder keeps her busy. She is enjoying the new phase in her life but does 
miss the professional life. (4.02, 5.02) 
 
Smith, Kevin and his wife Julie have four children—Joseph, Benjamin, Thomas, and Michelle.  Kevin has taught 
high school math for ten years.  He has taught at King’s Christian Collegiate for the past seven years. (4.10, 5.10) 
 
Strauss, Gideon is the president of the Center for Public Justice in Washington DC, the editor of the journal Com-
ment, and a senior fellow at the Canadian thinktank Cardus. Until recently he was the research and education direc-
tor of the Christian Labour Association of Canada, and on the adjunct faculty of the department of philosophy at 
Redeemer University College. In the mid-1990s he worked as an interpreter for the Truth and Reconciliation Com-
mission in South Africa. He received his PhD in philosophy and ethics from the University of the Orange Freestate 
in South Africa.  (Pres. C.) 
 
Sutherland, Marjorie has been teaching biology and chemistry in OACS schools since 1994.  She served as vice-
principal at Woodland from 2000-2004.  Marjorie loves teenagers, loves teaching science, and has a passion for  
integrating faith into everyday learning and life. (4.14, 5.14) 
 
Swoboda, Frank has been the physics teacher at London District Christian Secondary School.  His undergraduate 
degree is in electrical engineering from the University of Waterloo. His MDiv is from McMaster. He pastored a 
number of churches before he started teaching almost 10 years ago. (1.10) 
 
Terpstra, Sarah has been a teacher for three years, teaching for her first year in the school that she attended in 
Prince Edward Island. She attended Reformed Bible College and graduated with her teacher's degree from  
Cornerstone University. She enjoys teaching a small grade 5/6 split and cycling to work. (4.07, 5.07) 
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VanArragon, Angela is the adoptive parent of two children with Fetal Alcohol Spectrum Disorder.  She provides 
counseling to potential adoptive parents as well as training for parents and professionals.  She is currently a member 
of the FASD Stakeholders of Ontario. (3.15) 
 
VanArragon, Gary has spent almost 40 years in Christian education as a teacher, guidance director and adminis-
trator. At present he is the director of secondary programs at the Ontario Alliance of Christian Schools. He was also 
recently appointed as the editor of the Christian Educators Journal.  (2.10) 
 
VanderBurgh, Ian  has been director of the Centre for Education in Mathematics and Computing at the University 
of Waterloo since 2005.  As part of this role, he is responsible for the mathematical content of the CEMC’s mathe-
matics contests.  Ian has been a lecturer in the Faculty of Mathematics at UW since 2000, teaching mainly first- and 
second-year calculus and algebra courses, with an occasional foray into upper-year courses.  He has a Bachelor of 
Mathematics from the University of Waterloo, a Masters of Mathematics from the University of Toronto, and is a 
recipient of UW’s Distinguished Teacher Award. (3.07) 
 
Van Andel, Natalie is a teacher at John Knox Christian School in Woodstock.  She has taught many different 
grades, but currently teaches grade 4.  She has a real passion for children and their learning.  Natalie enjoys the 
challenges of teaching.  Her desire is to serve God and show Him to the children in her classroom.  Natalie and her 
husband have three children. Two are in university and one is in high school. (4.05, 5.05) 
 
Van der Heiden, Ron, B.Sc., M.Sc.  Ron has been the laboratory instructor at Redeemer University College since 
1986. (1.12) 
 
Van Egmond, Richard teaches New Testament, world religions, and philosophy at Hamilton District Christian 
High School. He has taught at both the elementary and secondary levels in OACS schools for the past 22 years.  
 He is a graduate of Calvin College (B.A.), the University of Toronto (B. Ed.), and McMaster University (MTS). 
(4.13, 5.13) 
 
Van Harten, Grace: Having taught for almost thirty years in Christian schools in both BC and Ontario, Grace has 
spent most of those years at the intermediate level as a classroom teacher. She loves gardening—at school and at 
home. (3.05) 
 
VanMersbergen, Howard is the vice president of employee benefits at Christian Schools International.  He holds 
the certified investment management analyst and certified employee specialist designations. (3.18, 5.21) 
 
Vonk, Debbie is a developmental services worker and has worked as an educational assistant for the past twenty 
years.  She has a wide range of experience in various school settings in the public, Catholic and Christian school 
systems.  She has been working at Hamilton District Christian High School for almost six years. (2.14) 
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Wiens, Kathryn L. has served in both suburban and urban public and independent schools as a classroom teacher 
and school administrator.  Currently, she serves as the director of assessment and is the science department chair at 
Boston Trinity Academy in Boston, MA.  Kathryn holds a doctorate in educational administration, training, and 
policy studies.  She has authored multiple articles on education and has worked as an educational consultant in the 
United States and internationally.  In her free time, Kathryn loves to cook, play tennis, and spend time with her  
husband and great Dane, Griswold. (Pres. D., Pres. H., 4.20, 5.20) 
 
Wiens, Timothy P. serves as the headmaster at Boston Trinity Academy, an urban Christian school in Boston, MA.  
Having spent 17 years as a teacher and administrator in public and independent schools, he has worked in urban, 
suburban, and international settings and has served as an educational consultant in the United States and interna-
tionally.  He has authored numerous articles on education and holds a doctorate in educational leadership.  Hobbies 
include reading, travel, sports, and time with his wife and dog. (Pres. D., Pres. H., 4.20, 5.20) 
 
Wildschut, Jodi is a teacher at London Christian Elementary School where she has worked for the past seven 
years.  A graduate of Calvin College with a major in special education, she is always looking for new information 
about children with struggles and exceptional abilities. She recently completed the Autism AQ course (held at Re-
deemer College).  She currently teaches grade 3 and is vice-principal. Her goal for this year is to obtain her Special 
Education Specialist. (2.07) 
 
Windhorst, Dirk has 22 years of teaching experience in Christian elementary schools and eigh years in the depart-
ment of education at Redeemer University College.  He recently obtained a Ph.D. through Brock University.  His 
dissertation is entitled, “Educating for a Love of Wisdom: John Dewey and Simone Weil.” (Pres. I) 
 
Wood, Susanne graduated from Redeemer University in 1997 with a Bachelor of Arts, majoring in music and Eng-
lish.  In 1998 she graduated from Redeemer University with a Bachelor of Education.  Since then, Susanne has 
been sharing the gift of music for over ten years in Christian school classrooms.  She started her teaching career at 
Dundas Calvin Christian School and for the last five years she has been teaching kindergarten to grade 6 classroom 
music and conducting junior and senior choirs and tone chime ensembles at Guelph Community Christian School.  
Susanne loves to inspire her students and help them grow in the musical gifts that God has given them. (1.14) 
 
Wright, Lori  has taught grade 2 at Holland Marsh District Christian School since 2000.  She attended York  
University for her BA and took the Concurrent BEd program.  After graduating she spent 2 years abroad in Japan 
teaching English to both adults and children. Lori is married and has 2 little girls 3 and 5 and resides in Bradford. 
(4.03, 5.03) 
 
Zantingh, Petra: An artist, educator, and freelance graphic designer, Petra currently teaches in the fine arts and education 
departments at Redeemer University College. Continuing to study and explore various art making techniques by participating 
in and facilitating workshops, she has a fine arts degree in art education from Concordia University in Montreal, and a diploma 
in graphic design and fashion illustration. With a background in digital medium, her search to find ways of merging communi-
cation design and fine art, especially in a collaborative setting, is ongoing. As a professional artist, Petra has exhibited her work 
in both group and solo art exhibitions in Canada, the USA, and the Netherlands. Her work is in private and corporate collec-
tions in Canada, the USA, the Netherlands, Taiwan, and Australia. (2.04, 3.02) 
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Exit 235 to merge onto HWY-403 E to 
Brantford/Hamilton 

55.1 km, 33 mins 

HWY-52 exit to Copetown 0.6 km, 1 min 

Right @ HWY-52/Trinity Rd 0.9 km, 1 min 

Left @ HWY-53/RR-2 - continue straight @ 
fork 

7.8 km, 9 mins 

Redeemer University College on your left 

From QEW 

Exit onto HWY-403 W to Brantford/
Hamilton 

21.5 km :: 14 mins 

Garner Rd exit 1.4 km :: 2 mins 

Left @ Garner Rd E 1.6 km :: 3 mins 

Redeemer University College on your left 
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